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would manifest itself. The divine inspiration which made
a man capable of ruling had been considered to resemble
that which made a man a prophet, or makes in these days
a poet or inspired artist. And it was thought that to
give a man the title of a king for life, and to transfer it
regularly to his descendants without demanding proofs
that the divine wisdom remained and descended with
equal regularity, was equivalent to depriving Jehovah of
His power of choosing His own ministers.

For a long time, therefore, a system of hero-worship
prevailed. Whenever the need of a central government
was strongly felt, it was committed to the man who ap-
peared ablest and wisest. At length, however, the wish
of the people for a government that might be permanent,
that might hold definite prerogatives and be transferred
according to a fixed rule, grew clamorous. Prophecy
protested solemnly, but at last yielded, and an hereditary
monarchy was founded. From this time forward until
the Babylonish captivity Judrea was under the govern-
ment of Jehovah represented by a king of the house of
David. This new constitution had all the advantages which
we know to attach to hereditary monarchy. The nation
gained from it a tranquillity and security which were not
interrupted, as before, at the death of each ruler, and
the national pride and patriotism were fostered by the
splendour and antiquity of its royal house. But the
spirit of prophecy, which had at first protested against
the change, continued to be somewhat perplexed by the
new institution. The king, it reasoned, if he was not then
a usurper of Jehovah's right, what was he? Could the
country have two kings, and could loyalty to the one
be reconciled with loyalty to the other? From this